
 

 
  

Cubbies are a fun way to support your child to 
develop language and social skills within role play. 
Creating and playing in cubby houses can help 
with the development of:  

• Spatial awareness (an awareness of the body 
and where it is moving in relation to objects 
and other people) 

• Hand-eye coordination (the ability to 
coordinate what the eyes see with appropriate 
body movements) 

• Motor planning (the ability to conceive, plan 
and carry out a physical task) and attention 

• Social skills (developing understanding of social 
expectations in different community contexts) 

• Communication – understanding, retelling and 
sequencing simple stories. 
 

• Items to make a cubby house 
(e.g. furniture, sheets, cardboard 
box) 

• Props using items from around the 
house depending on the theme of 
the activity 

What you need? 

Preparation and Helpful Hints 
 Cubbies can be made of any 
material you have available at 
home, such as sheets, pillows, and 
cardboard boxes. 

Prepare your environment and make 
sure you are at the child’s level to 
maximise the interaction with your 
child. 

Adapt the activity to incorporate 
your child’s interests. 

 

Refining Play 

Cubby Play 

Cubby House 



 

 
  

Activity Suggestions 

Build a cubby together and pretend it is a community location that your child is 
familiar with, such as a post office, hospital, or grocery store. Props can be 
created using everyday household items, for example: 

• Grocery store – food from your pantry for the stock, old shop loyalty cards 
for a bank card 

• Hospital – cushions and blankets to make a hospital bed 
• Post office – used envelopes and paper to make letters. 

 
You can also substitute items, encouraging imagination skills to pretend an 
object is something different, for example: 

• Grocery store- using a small box with numbers drawn on for an EFTPOS 
machine or cash register 

• Hospital – a large popsicle stick with numbers written on the side for a 
thermometer, using a pair of headphones for a stethoscope. 

• Post office – stickers for stamps. 

 
Support your child to develop a play sequence, helping them to understand 
the typical interactions in each location. 

 

Community Stories 
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 Refining Play 
 Cubby Play 

Activity Suggestions 

Acting out stories and fairy tales can help support your child’s ability to 
comprehend and sequence the story. 

Stories, such as ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’, ‘The Three Little Pigs’ and 
‘Little Red Riding Hood’, can be role played in cubbies. With your child, identify 
the characters in the story. You could create masks for the different characters 
or use toys. Support your child to act out the story sequence, encouraging the 
use of language from the text e.g. ‘Little Pig, little pig, let me come in’, ‘Whose 
been sitting in my chair?’ etc. 

 

Act Out Stories 
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